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BV niCirAIlD SPILLAXI-.
It Is all in thc polnt of vlew. Poets

have sung of the glorlea of Clcopatra,
yet Cleopatra wbb a crlmlnal. llls-
torluna polnt to Catherlne as one o£
I'.ussln's greatest rul.ers, yet Catherlni*
wus a suvage. Ellzabeth ranks hlgh
urnong the tnonarchs of England, yet
Kllzabeth was a ruthle&s creaturo who
nent many men and women to the block
und wlio slgned thc death warrant of
tier couhIii, Mary Queen of Scots. with¬
out a quaiin or a <iulver. ln her hum-
Me way, Mary Reed was a Cleopatra,
u Catherlne and an _-ll-.ao.th. She had
tlie romantlc. adventurous dlsposltion
of the daughter ol the Nile, the aturdy,
masculinc, noldlerly qualltles of tho
terrlble EtuHnlan and tl-.e carek-s^ ways
and volatlle temper of tho fi'oe-llvlng
Queen Bess. She was the greatest wo¬
man pirat- the world ever has known,
and, like the three great Queens, she
was a creaturo of clrcumatance to a

largo degree. If she had any regret
because, lnstead of plracy, a qulet
liorne life and a. lovlng husband had
not been her destlny she did not glve
r.\presalon lo It. In fact, she seemed
to like her calllng. and ln a nalve.
phllosophic sort of way she would
urgue on the Jurtlce and lnjustlee of
l>iracy and the bcneflclal effect hang-
lng had upon keeplng the rankB of
thc pliate.s from being overcrowded.
"Were it not for the fact that the

rope dangles before thelr eyes as a
menace." she remarked in a cor.versa-
llon wlth the Judgo who scnteuced her
to death, "ail the cowards would turn
Iiirate anrf ao Infest the seas that men
of courag-. wouirt starve.

"If J had my way 1 would not make
the penalty for plracy anythlng less
than death. lt Is the fear of the noose
that has kept many mlKt-rabte. dua-
tardly rogues honest, and it ls the
fear of the noose, too, that keep3 on
land many of those who now rob the
wldows and tha ornhans and who op-
press the poor who have no money to
seek Justlce. If It were not for the
noose the sea wouig be as crowded
v.-ith rogues as the land, and there
would be so much plunderlng of shlps
that merchants. aftor a whlle. would
aot send vessels out except under the
"safc-t of armej escort.

"Under such conditions, my dear slr."
she sald gravety to the Judge, "my

trade In a llttlo tlme would not be
worth followlng."

Sentenced *° Dle.
It was at Port Royal, Jainatca., No¬

vember 20. 1720, that Mary Reed was

trled. Another woman plrate, Anr.c
Bonney, was on trlal wlth her, as were
Captaln John Rackam and eight men
of Kackam's crew. The nlne men and
tho two women were sentenced to
death, and that same day Rackam und
two of Ihe men were taken to Gallows
Polnt and hanged. So far as Is known
thls ls the only Instance not only ot
women plrates belng sentenced to
death, but of women plrates belng
brought to trlal. It Is recorded that
the women showed a hlgher degree of
courage ln the presence of the Judge
than dld thelr men companlons. but
that ls not to be marveled at, for tho
women had displayed far -more bravery
ln the sea flght In whlch they were
captured than did Rackam or any of
the cthers. In fact. throughout the
years In which the two women salled
wlth Rackam they were the sturdlest
flKhtera on board. Had Rackam and
hls men the same splrlt as the women
that sea flght probably would have had
a dlfferent ending.

Plracy was ln Its dec^dence ln the
day of Rackam, and Rackam probably
would have received llttle or no notlce
ln history but for Mary Reed and
Anne Bonnoy. Morgan. prlnce pf
plrates, was dead. Roc, the Brazillan,
*ad r>aid the nenaltv of hls crlmes;
Bartholemy, L'Olonnols, De Lussan and
the other conimanders of the golden
days of the buccaneers were memories
oniy. but throughout the West Indles
there were enough bands of sea rob¬
bers to make llfe llvely for the Span-
lard or any other captaln who salled
those waters. Rackam had been quar-
termaster on the plrate shlp coromand-
ed by Captaln Charles Vane, and when
Vane. on November 24, 1718, was de-
posed for cowardlce In refuslng to at-
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:ack a French man-of-war, Rackam
was chosen captaln In hls place.
In the two years ln whlch RacKam

:rulsed around Cuba, Bermuda, the Ba-
lamas, and made occaslonai ralds along
the Carlbbean coast, Mary Reed" wus
.second ln command and Anoe Bonney
was one of the crew. The plrates
raptured several vessels, attacked sorne
aniall towns and got a fair arnount of
plunder, and made themselves so much
of a menace that a pardon was of¬
fered to them and to at] other plrates
operatlng ln the Gulf lf they would re¬
turn to honest ways. But although
most of the other plrates were glad
of the opportunity to v.-ash the slate
clean. not so wlth Rackam and the
women. They refused, and so became
the mark for all tho Engllsh, Frencn
and S'pantBh vessels of war that wore
lu the West Indles.

The Flght.
It was early ln November, 1720, that

a -mall Engllsh warshlp slghted
Rackam's brigantine off Jamaica. The
two vessels were pretty well matched,
rndin the early stages of the fight all
the chances favored the plrates, but
sea robbers never dld have much
stomach for fightlng against tho Eng¬
llsh, and when one of the' guns on
the brigantine burst and tt was neces¬

sary to close wlth the enemy if vic¬
tory was to be achievod, Rackam
rushed to hls cabln and sought solacc
in the brandy bottle. ln valn dld Mary
Reed and Anne Bonney plead wlth and
threaten the rest. The example of tho
captaln was too much for them.
After flrlng a few more shots at the

Engltshmen they, too, sought refuge
and solace In the cabln, all but one.
Thls. ono remalned on. deck wlth the
two wotnen and fought the shlp until
the last. ln one desperate effort to
get tho men back on deck Mary Reed
went tc the cabln door and, flrlng into
the crowd, threatened death to every
one of them who continued to act.thej
coward. Her shot killed one man, but
the others stuck to the cabln and re¬
fused to come out.
When the Engllsh swarmed on board

Bhe. lu dlsgust, surrendered the brigan¬
tine, and thereafter both by the com¬
mander of the warshlp and by the clvll
authorlties she was treated as the real
head of the plrate band. Her con¬
tempt for Rackam and the men was
shared by Anne Bonney. who was the
captaln's mistress. A short tlme be¬
fore he was hanged Rackam got per¬
mlsslon to see thls woman to bld fare-
well to her. Instead of condollng wlth
hlm, she told hlm that lf he had fought
llke a man ln all probablllty he would
not have gone to the gallows. She -was
sorry for hlm. of course. ahe acknowl-
edged, but not sorry enough to shed
tears. She besought hlm, however, to
go to hls death llke a' man, and so
wlpe out as far as possible tho memory
of hls craven conduct ln the flght.

Mary Reed'K Llfe.
Rackam and the two men sentenced

to dle wlth hlm that day went to the
gallows smlllngly. The other men of
the band were hanged in the February
followlng, but although nelther Mary
Reed nor Anne Bonney sought or.ex¬
pected clemency the authorlties refused
to hang them. There was as much. lf
not more, of an abhorrence to lnfllct-
Ing the death penalty on women ln
those days as there ls In these ..'tlmes.
and as the ytorles of the two women
plrates became known through thelr
conversatlons wlth the Port Royal
judge, people came to look upon them
as mcre slnned agalnst than sl.inlng.
Mary Reed, lt was learned, had been
born ln England and had been brad
and reared In deeeptlon. Her mother.
when very young, had marrled a youth,
who soon after the marriage went to
sea, and nevt:- returned. Tho frutt of
thls marriage was a son. A year later
Mary was born, and, the son dylng,
Mary's inother declded to substltuto her
illegltlmate chlld for the legltlmate
one ln order to have the chlld como
ln for iho wealth oC her husband's
mother. Mary, therefore, was reared
as a boy. As she grew up her mother
explalnod to her the secret ot her blrth
and the neeensity for concealtngr hor
sex. At varlous tlmes the grandnmthor
wanted to adopt the chlld, but thls tho
mother, of course, would not consent
to. Instead, each tlme she go: Iho old
woman to increase the allowance mado
on account of the chlld. Oocaslonally
the mother and grandmothor quarrelcd,
and, unfortunately for Mary, the, old
woman dled al such a tlme anti left
Mary wlthout a shllllng. The chlld
belng no lo.iKtr a source o* Incomo to
her, tho mo'her had no further use for
Mary. and so abandoned her,
Mady, garbed as a bod, reared as a

boy and havins had the- companlonshlp
only cf boys all her llfe, now oouid
do nothing except loolc for work aa a
boy, She had the good fortune to ob-
taln a posltlon as footboy to n French-
woman of wealth, ana she romalnnd ln
thls posltlon for several years. As she
grew ln years and strength she got
tlred of aervile employmont and be¬
gan-to look^about for aomethlng else,
Havlng a love for the sea and a touch
of romanco ln her dlsposltlon she en-

Hated on a man-of-war. Here tthi
learned enough of' seamanshlp to fll
her well for the part sho was to play
later- on ln llfe. After several cculsos
she sought adventuro ashore and von'
to Flanders, where rshe enllatod lr
a reglment or Infantry as a cadet. Sh<
Waa a brave. dashlng soldler, but ther<
waa, llttle chancofor a- poor soldior
no mattor how bravo _r liuiu JouViirm.

to advance ln those days, for commls-
slons were bought and sold. and tilr*
person without money might scrve
throughout life without promotlon.

Mnrrlngc of the Truop.rM.
Glvtng up the infar.try ln disgust,

Mary next eollsted ln a cavalry regl-
ment. In thla she dlstlngulshed her-
selt so as to wln the applause and es-

teem of all tho ofllcers of the rcgl-
ment. Just then romance entered tho
life of Mary to bring confuslon to her.
.She was very brave and she was very
modest. She had the faculty of most
bravo persons of wlnnlng the affec-
tionate regard of thelr companions.
The tent companlon of Mary was a

handsome young French trooper. who
thought Mary was the bravost young
man ln the world. l\o wonder that
Mary, her natural tendencles checked
and distorted throughout her young
llfe.-should fall passlonately in love
wlth him. The violence of her feellngs
was such that she neglected all her
Eoldlerly dutles and acted so peculiarly
that she was consldered. Insane. One
day when the handsome trooper was

expresslng hls sorrow over her con¬
dltlon she astonlshed him by throwlng
herself into his arms and telllng him
she was a woman. But hls astonish-
ment was no greater than that of the
entlre regtment the next day whon
tho two troopers were married ln pub¬
llc. All the offlcers were present, and
so were thousands of cltlzens.
Married and dressed for the flrsi

tlme In her llfe in the clothes womer
wear Mary left the army and, witr
her husband, opened an inn, and foi
luck called it the Three Horseshoes
She had a falr measure of luck for s

few years and was well on the'road t<
prosperlty and ease when her husbanr
dled. the wars enfled. business fel
off to llttle or. nothing, and she wa;

left once more with a problem o

making a llvlng for herself.
A l'lrute in Splte of Herself.

There was not much opportunlty foi
her In Europe, she thought. Anyho-v*.
the death of her husband had cut al
the tles that held her thore, so sheen
gaged passage for Amerlca ln a Frenet
shlp. For an unattached young wo¬

man to make the trlp across the ocear

in thoso days waa unthought of, bo foi
her own protectlon she resumed th<
garb of a man. The shlp she sallec
in was captured by English plrates
and as she was the only English-
speaklng person on board, the plrates
after plmiderlng the .vessel and its
passengers of everything of value. tool
her on board thelr craft and allowet
the French shlp to proceed.
They had no idea she was other thai

she seemed to be.a flne, handsome
rosy-cheeked young Engltshman.ani
she became one of the plrate crew
There was nothlng else for her to do
She contlnued wlth the plrates for sev
eral months, an<_ then, the Brltlsh gov¬
ernment havlng made one of its pe
riodlcal offers to plrates to pardot
those who would surrender hy a certais
day, the crew availed themselves o

the opportunlty, went to Jamalca, wer

offlctally forgiven, and, havlng sob
thelr plunder to good advantage, pro
ceeded to enjoy the frults of thel
adventures.
When thelr money was spent the

heara that Captain Rodgers was fit
Ing out vessels ln tho Island of "N'et
Provldence for prlvateerlng. Thi
sulted them admlrably, so a falr num

ber of them, among the lot belng Van
and Rackam, offered their servlce t
Rodgers.
"What else could I do?" Mary aske

the Judge when she got to thls poln
ln her narratlve. "There was no wa
for aun honest woman to make a llv
Ing ln Jamalca, as well you know, an
even though I detest tlie life the plrat
leads. and even though I abhor blood
shed and crlme, I .have the same lov
of Hfe that every human creature has
and, wantlng to preserve my llfe an

get out of lt everything I can, I wa

constralned to become a plrate one
rnore because there was nothlng els
for me to turn to."

Plrate Agnln.
Tho ship fltted out by Rodgers harc"

ly had salled when Mary and her con-

panlons mutlnled and ran up the blac
flag. Vane was selected as captain an
Rackam quartermastor. For aeveri

years the plrates ranged the Gttl
preylng on frlend and foe. At tlm«
they had plenty, but moro tlmes the
were poor. Then came the tlme whe
Vane was unwllllng to gtve battle t
a French warshlp and Rackam sui
planted him as captain. "With tho si

loctlon of Rackam as captain thet
came to the plrate shlp Anne Bonne.
the woman to whom ho was attache

She dressed ln a mlxed costume, lnilf
male. half female. In all the contests
in which the brlgantlne engaged she
was as resolutc and as good a ngliier
as any man aboard.
One of the queer thlngs ln con¬

nectlon wlth thls strange pair of wo¬
men ls that lt was through Anne Bon-
ney that the sex of Mary Reed wa"
dlacoveretl. Mary was no less modest
than she was brave, and "jo one on
board suspected her as belng other
than she seemed. Anne Bonney, coarse
ar.d of a far dlffwnt stripe than Mary.
waa tnucb lmpressed by the rosy
checks nnd daahtng appearancc of
Mary, and aroused the Jealousy of
Rackam. The captain became so vlo-
lent that Mary thought It prudent to
reveal her secret to Anne.

A Duel.
But the secret was not to remain

I long a secret. Soon after the arrival
of Anne Bonney aboard, the brlgantlne
captured a ship, and among tho prlH-
oners taken was a young artist of en-

gaglng manners. Mary Reed stralght-
| way fell ln love with him. Her love
was put to a severe test before many
days, for the artist, havlng quarreled
wlth one of the plrates, challenged him
to a duel. whlch they agreed to fight
ashore. Mary had doubta about tho
courage ot the man she loved, or pos-
slbly she loved him so much that she
would not let him rlsk -'ls life. At
any rate, she sought a quarrel wlth

! the plrate and Inslsted on flghtlng
"nlm before tlie hour set tor the duel
wlth the artlBt,
Mary and the plrate fought with pis-

toi and sword, and after 3. short (en-
gagement she left hlin dead on the
fleld. lt was after that duel that Mary
conressed her love to the artist. They
pledgcd thelr falth, whlch they deemed
as bindlng as if tho ceremony had
been performed by a clergyman.
From the iioies of those who at¬

tended the trlal of thla woman there
ls furnlshea thls descriptlon of her:
"She Is handsome, robUBt and sh'owy

J or dlstlngulshed in appearance. That
she is capable of great exertlon and
of sustaining great fatlgue no qne
need doubt after surveylng her blg
ftame. She ls rather vain ln some re-
spects, and partlcularly of her success
ln decelvlng the world as to her sex.
She is susceptible of tho tendercst
emotions and th- most genuine aftec-
t'.ons. Although she was Inadvertently
drawn into plracy, this horrible mode
of llfe has not staincd her character,
and she posseases a rectitude of prin-
r.lple and of conduct far superior to
many who have not been exposed to
such temptattons."
Although the woman appeared ro-

bust to all who saw her ln court she
was far from well. Her condltlon was
such that her executlon was postponed
several tlmes. She grew worse rapidly,
and then she dled.

It ls unllkely that she would have
been hanged even lf she had not been
Etrlcken wlth lllness, but at any rate
her death saved Anne Bonney, for
whom there waa not so much sym-
pathy expressed as for Mary Reed.

Anne Bonuey.
The Bonney woman was Irish. hav-

ing beon born ln Cork. Her father
wa_ a lawyer of promlnence. who de¬
serted his wlfe arwl eloped to Amerlca
with one of hls servants, taklng Anne
wlth him. He settled* in S'outh Caro¬
llna and became one of the rich
plantars of that part of Amerlca. AVhen
hls servant-wife dled Anne superin-
tended the household. The glrl was
looked upon as one of the great heir-
essas of the Carollnas, and her father
plannea a brllllant match for her, but
she was of his own blood, and ran

away wlth a common sallor. The
young people fled to New Provldence,
where tho sallor expected to find ein¬

ployment. They tlred of each other
quickly, and one day she left him and
Joined Captain Rackam. Sho went to
sea ln men's clothes at first, and then
compromised on a comblnatlon costume
that was both plcturesque and suitabi-
to her business. It was by no mesins

cumbersome, and she took to plracy
wlth a rellsh, apparently rjejolclng in
its freedom. and naving no morai

qualtns about robbing or kllllng.
She was known to many of the

plantei*3 of Jamalca, who had been
guests at her father's plantatlon ln the
Carollnas, and theso men tnterceded
at her trlal, but she had become so

gross and so/dtlen through her llfo wlth
the plrates that thls intorcosslon
amounted to llttlo. She was roprieved
from time to tlme. however, and when
Mary Reed dled all pretense of carry-

f, Ing out tho sentence in Anne Bonnoy's
case was dropped. She never was par-
doned and she never was ofllclally set
free, but ono day tho prlson doors wero

opened and she was pennltted to walk
out.
..nd when she dlsappeared the last

woman plrate of whlch there is record
passed .from vlew.

j. (Copyrtght, 1900, R. Splllane.)
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your, iiioriey. This is the place t<
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HOLD .IOIXT MEETIXO.

rhnrlcH CUy und New Kent TeacUcrn at
Provldence Korcc.

[Sneclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]
PROV1DENCK FORGE, VA.. Novem-

,er is,.The publlc school teachers of
¦harles Clty and New Kent counties
net here Thursday and Frlday In a

oint sesslon. After tho usual routlne
>f buslness, W. B. Coggin, the su-
>erlntendent, gave the teachers a very
nstructlve and helpful talk.
In the afternoon and at nlght ad-

Iressea were dellvered by a number of
iromlnent educators, Includlng Profes-
lor Furgerson, of Wllllam and Mary
Collego, and R. C. Sternes, secretary to
he State Board of Educatlon.

A SL'CCESSPrjl, ASSOCIATION.

Elcdford Clty Tenotierx Have Acconi-
pllslieil Much.

[Ppeclal to The TlmeB-DIspatch.]
BEDFORD CITY, VA.. November 12.

.The County Teachers' Assoclatlon
met In thelr second blannual conven¬
tlon ln the parlsh house of the Eplsco-
aal Church Thursday mornlng. the rec¬
tor, Rev. TI1O8. C»rter Page, offerlng
a prayer. James R. Grey, prlncipal of
the Bedford Clty publlc graded schools,
presldent of the assoclatlon, preslded.
S. S. Lambeth. Jr., superlntendent ot
schools for Bedford, partlclpated ln the
exerclses.
There were excellent papers on va¬

rlous subjects connected wlth school

-4

work by teachers from varlous part*'
of the county.
The sesslon was continued through¬

out Frlday. and many subjeota of im-
portance wero dlscussed. There wora
about sovonty-flve teachers ln attend¬
ance.
The growth of tho assoclatlon from

a small and dlscouraglng beglnning
has been most gratlfylng, and the pro-
moters of the entorprlse for educa¬
tlonal bctterment, especially ln tho
rural schools, are much pleased at the
present result.
The standard of educatlon In Bed¬

ford has been ralBed; a, numbor of
nlce, new school bulldlngs erected,
among whlch are several hlgh schools,
and the salarlea pf all teachers ralsed
to llgurea that wlll secure competent
ablllty.

i.

FLUVANNA TEACHERS.

PALMYRA, VA., November 12..Tha
fall meetlng of the Teachers' Leaguo
of Fluvanna county Is In sesslon here
to-day. It promlses to he an unusual-
ly lnterestlng meetlng. Bostdes a num¬
ber of papers on"practlcal subjects by
members of the league. addresses'wlll
be made by Dlstrlct Examlner C. G.
Maphls, Mrs. J. R. Dashlell, of Rlch¬
mond, and Mrs. W. D. Reed, ot Lynch¬
burg. To-nlght the teachers of tho
Palmyra Normal Hlgh School wlll glve
a receptlon to the league and patrona
of tho sohool at the Hlgh School bulld¬
lng.
The meetlng wlll contlnue through

to-morrow, wlth dlnner served on tna
grounds.
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Made ln Richmond by
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